
3/3/2020

1

Big Idea

The Two Golden Ages of China

Essential Question

What led to the Tang and Song Dynasty 
Golden Ages?
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Words To Know

Golden Age – a period of great wealth (money), prosperity, 

cultural and scientific achievement in areas such as art, 

science, literature and math.

Civil Service Exam – a test to determine who is most 

qualified for government positions.

Let’s Set The Stage…

During the Tang (618–906) and Song (960–1279) Dynasties, China was 
one of the most technologically advanced civilizations in the world. 
Innovation (inventions) in art, science, philosophy, and technology gave 
the people in these societies an understanding of the world around them 
that other civilizations and even later dynasties in China would not 
accomplish for hundreds of years. 



3/3/2020

3

Like other golden ages in history, the Tang and Song 
Dynasties unified the region, creating a strong 
government that ruled during a long period of peace. 

The Tang expanded China’s territories and influence to 
include Korea and Vietnam, as well as portions of 
northeast, central and southeast Asia. 
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The peace that the Tang and Song governments created 
encouraged trade throughout the empire and abroad 
through the Silk Roads.

Chinese cities during the Tang and Song dynasties became 
places where religious, academic and artistic life and 
cultural exchange flourished. 
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While the government was strong, it was not oppressive 
(they treated people fairly). 

Some became very rich, but the Tang rulers redistributed 
(gave out) land to give the less fortunate (poor peasants) 
an opportunity to grow in wealth.
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During this time, education and achievement were 
rewarded. 

Women attained a higher status in the government and 
more freedom than they had in previous dynasties. 

The Imperial Court
The Tang and Song dynasties created a strong central 
government.
The emperor and his family were at the top of the social 
hierarchy.
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Social Hierarchy
China’s two main social classes were the gentry and the 
peasantry. 

Most Chinese were peasants who worked the land, living 
on what they produced. 

Merchants were the lowest social class (status).

Technology

Mechanical 
Clock (700s)

Block Printing 
(700s)

Gunpowder 
(850)

Compass
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Culture
The Tang and Song produced a rich culture. 
Many paintings, statues, temples and ceramics have 
survived. 

Architecture

Buddhist themes dominated sculpture and influenced 
Chinese architecture. 
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Poetry
During the Tang and Song Dynasties, literature and 
poetry flourished.

Civil Service Exams
Tang and Song literature focused on civil service exams. 

Civil service exams were used to identify people who were 
qualified for government positions.
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Korean and Japanese cultures have been greatly 
influenced by Chinese culture because of their 
geographic location close to China. Korea acted as 
a “cultural bridge” between China and Japan.

The Japanese and Koreans were in contact with 
one another early on in the history of their 
civilizations. They traded and warred against one 
another. In the process, Koreans introduced 
Chinese writing and culture and Buddhism to the 
Japanese. 
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Essential Question Answered

What were the achievements of the Tang and Song 
Dynasties?

During the Tang and Song Dynasties, China was one of 
the most technologically advanced civilizations in the 
world. 

A Golden Age occurred during the rule of the Tang 
and Song Dynasties. 

Essential Question Answered

What were the achievements of the Tang and Song 
Dynasties?

New technology such as the compass, block printing, 
gunpowder and the mechanical clock were invented 
during this time period.  

The Tang and Song produced a rich culture. 
Architecture, literature (poetry) and sculptures were 
very important to the Chinese. 
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Essential Question Answered

What were the achievements of the Tang and Song 
Dynasties?

Chinese culture also spread (diffused) to Korea and on 
to Japan as a result of their close location to China.


